
BMLSS Library and Learning Commons 

PATHFINDER: The Great Depression ENG 1D 

This pathfinder will help you focus your research on the Great Depression and John Steinbeck. The 

sources below are created by credible authors and cover many of the assigned topics. 

GETTING STARTED 

BMLSS library databases are a great place to start your re-

search. Visit Encyclopedia Britannica on the BMLSS library 

website to get background on your topic. This is a reliable 

source that has been fact-checked by professionals. Read the 

articles for both  middle and high school. Also on the BMLSS 

Library website check out the databases Proquest History 

Study Center for articles on the Great Depression and the 

EBSCO database for e-books. 

WEBSITES 

History Channel’s overview of the Great Depression includes references to some government aid, video 

links and citation information. 

 

This University of Illinois site provides an overview of the Great Depression, an explanation of the Dust 

Bowl and a slideshow of photographs with captions. 

 

The Balance is a financial website that contains information on American economic history, including ex-

tensive coverage of The Great Depression, such as detail on government aid and the lasting effects of the 

Depression. 

 

History professor James Gregory discusses migrant workers and the Dust Bowl in this essay.  

 

Rural Migration News offers an overview of migrant workers in the 1930s and Steinbeck’s involvement 

with them. 

 

The Library of Congress website offers an extensive article on migrant workers and the Dust Bowl. 

 

In the search bar of the  Constitutional Rights Foundation look for “how welfare programs began.” 

 

The Nobel Prize website provides a biography of John Steinbeck. 

 

A&E Television’s Bio website provides a biography of John Steinbeck. 

  

The Salinas Public Library has a document that gives the history of Salinas, California. 

HOME ACCESS 

Go to resources.tldsb.ca/stu and login 

with the same password and student 

number you use for the computers at 

school. Type the database name in the 

search field. Once you select the data-

base, the subsequent screens will pro-

vide you with a username, password 

and link to access the database from 

home.  

http://bml.tldsb.on.ca/library/databases/
http://www.historystudycenter.com/home/home.do
http://www.historystudycenter.com/home/home.do
http://bml.tldsb.on.ca/library/databases/
http://www.history.com/topics/great-depression
http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/depression/depression.htm
https://www.thebalance.com/the-great-depression-of-1929-3306033
http://faculty.washington.edu/gregoryj/dust%20bowl%20migration.htm
https://migration.ucdavis.edu/rmn/more.php?id=788
https://www.loc.gov/collections/todd-and-sonkin-migrant-workers-from-1940-to-1941/articles-and-essays/the-migrant-experience/
http://www.crf-usa.org/
https://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/literature/laureates/1962/steinbeck-bio.html
http://www.biography.com/people/john-steinbeck-9493358#synopsis
http://www.salinaspubliclibrary.org/pdf/Salinas-History-1930-2009.pdf
https://resources.tldsb.ca/stu/


WEBSITES continued 

PBS’s Need to Know includes a slideshow of photos of Steinbeck’s Salinas Valley. 

 

The Monterey County Historical Society hosts a page outlining the history of the Salinas Valley.  

 

Historian Susan Ware provides an account of women’s roles during the Great Depression. 

 

The Digital Public Library of America discusses women’s roles during the Depression and includes an au-

dio interview. 

 

The BBC’s Bitesize History provides an overview of American race relations, including during the 1930s. 

 

Encyclopedia.com provides a detailed history of American race relations up to and after the Great Depres-

sion. 

VIDEOS 

A fast introduction to the Great Depression  from 
John Green’s Crash Course. 

An ABC/History Channel presentation on the 
Depression. 

A PBS documentary on the Dust Bowl. 

A short history on daily life during the Depres-
sion. 

A 5-minute summary of the causes of the Depres-
sion. 

BOOKS 

For books on the Great Depression and related top-
ics, look in the 971 and 973.9 sections of the library. 

 

Some examples are the following: 

The Great Depression: An International Dis-
aster of Perverse Economic Policies  338.5 
HAL 

Since Yesterday: 1929-1939  973.17 ALL 

Life During the Great Depression  973.91 NIS 

After the Crash: America in the Great De-
pression  973.916 

Hard Times: The ‘30s  973.917 TIM 

 

For books on John Steinbeck, look under  
823 STE in the library. These books often refer to 
Salinas, California.  

John Steinbeck  823 STE BLO 

John Steinbeck  823 STE FRE 

The Wide World of John Steinbeck  823 STE 
LIS 

John Steinbeck  823 STE MCC 

Steinbeck  823 STE WAT 

LEARN 360 and TLDSB RESOURCES 

Go to resources.tldsb.ca/stu and type Great De-

pression. You will find a variety of reliable arti-

cles, e-books and videos on the subject. You can 

also access these resources from home using 

your school login and password. 

CITING SOURCES 

The BMLSS library website has a one-page 

handout on MLA style. Look under the Research 

tab. You could also visit the Online Writing Lab 

(OWL) at Purdue University. 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/need-to-know/culture/slideshow-steinbecks-salinas-valley/16441/#4
http://mchsmuseum.com/salinasbrief.html
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/great-depression/essays/women-and-great-depression
https://dp.la/exhibitions/exhibits/show/new-deal/relief-and-recovery-workers/women
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/higher/history/usa/race/revision/2/
http://www.encyclopedia.com/education/news-and-education-magazines/black-americans-1929-1941
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GCQfMWAikyU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TtttXC9tFPU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TtttXC9tFPU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hInKlYV3qY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gkAfjRolNCI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6whSWn1RRM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6whSWn1RRM
resources.tldsb.ca/stu
http://bml.tldsb.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2014/11/MLA-Style.pdf
http://bml.tldsb.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2014/11/MLA-Style.pdf
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/11/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/11/

